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Abstract

This study examines the Saudi's policy towards Yemen in light of
the transitions of Al-Hirak, a movement of southern Yemenis, from 2011
to 2015, in addition to a historical background that shows the evolution of
the Saudi-Yemeni relations over the last century. Apparently, Saudi
Arabia has an effective role and a vital Foreign Policy towards the
interactions and events in Yemen, being the south-western flank of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The study starts by approaching the Saudi policy towards Yemen
from 2011, the period in which the Southern Movement has erupted, to
2015, whereas the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was affected by the
repercussions of the Yemeni crisis, especially after the situation really got
worse and thus rushed to the adoption of proposals and solutions. On
November 23, 2011, the Gulf initiative was signed to prevent the
situation in Yemen from exploding, aiming at the former President's
removal from power, Ali Abdullah Saleh, in the atmosphere of a
presidential transition to his deputy, AbdRabbo Mansour Hadi. With
regional and international supervision, the Initiative was signed in Riyadh
by two groups: the former President, Ali Saleh and the opposition party,
who came out against him in the midst of the Southern Movement.

The scene turned upside down in Yemen after the Houthis refused to
join the Gulf initiative. Therefore, a new stage began in the history of
Yemen, in which shifts in the Yemeni political system were witnessed.
Furthermore, the Houthis took control of the most important parts of the
Yemeni state and consequently led to an increase in the pace of Saudi
intervention in Yemen as a result of the changes and transitions resulted

from the Southern Yemeni Movement.

The study consists of five chapters: the first approaches the overview
of the study; the second deals with the historical roots of the Saudi policy
towards Yemen; the third approaches the determinants of this policy; the
fourth deals with the evolution of the Southern Movement; and the last
explains the purposes of this policy in such circumstances.



The study concluded that Houthis' dominance and capture of the
main and most significant parts of Yemen threatens the security of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and thus the Decisive Storm was launched by
the KSA to defend its security, return the legitimacy of Yemen and stop
the Houthi expansion supported by Iran. This intervention had a great role

in preventing the Iranian expansion activity in the Gulf and KSA.
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